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III lIlY~ as PresiOe:ar. of tblI An:II De¥dopmcot PctncBhip in~ 1communicate
fi'equendy with economie devclopmcllt aaenciQ and (:()llIl<:ils tIlroolgbout tho Ilale, .._II. lap
companies that either conduct butiness, 01' are looking to do bU$ineu in Mi"i"ippi.

Au J'CSII1t, 1 am familiar with tbCl iIllcrLATA Ioog diJtanc:c petition BcllSouth recently filed with tbol
Federal Comm'micatims Commiajms (FCC), • well as, !be impKtlbeir abilily 10 offer IoIl& d__
tervit:o .. Minissipp;..-ns1O the , •••(_,.yofthil twe.. It is the bttcr poiollblill wistllO~

MOSl of the bendiU oflhe recent 100& ofuwx:e pice nduetions in MissWippi bave aone 10 vay large
USCf'I of \hi' ..rvicc. Small bouille3ilCS, wbic:b provide mosI oftile employment in the ,we and offertbe
lugeS! opportunily for growIh in the future, have socn little ill the way ofcost saVingl and have had to
deal witb the confusion ofmultiple: prov~ Tbc IVctage low-volume user lias been Ie:ft by the ways.ide.

Tbc "nsinelicomm\lllityofMislWippi belieYcs tbIIIl: .... BelISOi.... cnlerS Ibe k>q dittance ""1;- I
otberc:cmf*lies will krNtrtbeir Ioaadjuanao rates for all COlIJIlInCfS ill .. effort 10 c:cmpete. As Ibe_
ofdoing business iD Mississippi dw (Ihrougb lowa" dwges for local and 1001 diSWlCe ..rvic:e), Ibe
opponwUly 1O.ltJW:t businesses to",1ocId.e inll) ourJW,e ina-e&ses. I believe .llowing BcllSo\lth II)

provide I eornpetitive lICfViee will no! only IOWI:\" Tltes, oot slSO spur e<;()nOrl! ic development.

Finally,I believe it is imponaot 10 etlCOW1IJCl • butines.s II) grow: etpeeially one thai aJrgdy Iw • stmn&
local pi =_ Bc1lSoulb is_oftbe Jart$~ ill Mislissippi, III well IS ClDCofOllr IarJd:
empklycn, aDd the c:cmpay is III .... ""i"l_pt*.... em-. ill evay community it ISOn'Q,

8ellSoutb'l .,o\-C and rdircdan~an: involved iD DUIDl:l'OUI community eudew<n and eontn"1>l&:
thausands ofvol_ houn ead> year III projects lhrougboul the stale.

It iJ mybope that the FCC will.ppruvc 8ellSo\lth's petition for long distance. Not only will their entry
inlo the market bring IlaviDgs II) busincDe$ in Mississippi but.1sa it will provide.lll tICODOD1ic: incentive
needed by out 1tIIIe..

Siacaely.
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